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THE MONGOLS

N HUMAN HISTORY the ocean was sometimes an insuperable obstacle
o contact between remote peoples, while at other times the vast stretches
land were more of a barrier. What the sailing ships achieved in trans-
t on the ocean, the horses achieved on at least one landmass. They
ly converted into a rough highway that wide transcontinental corri-
f east-west grassland and mountain separating the contrasting civi-
ons of eastern Asia and the Mediterranean. It was to become an
m of naval historians that whoever commanded the sea commanded
orld. Likewise it could have been said that whoever commanded the
s sometimes commanded the civilizations which stood at each end

ccasionally the people of the steppes burst like a rocket upon the

ed worlds at each end of the corridor. Several of their victories
markable. A westerly group, the Huns, stormed west and made
g Roman Empire quake with fear. Nearly 1,000 years later an
oup, the @onéols, ]combining bravery and cruelty and a touch
;-conquered the largest territory ever held by one ruler up o

e Mongols’ early homeland lay well to the north of the silk route.
¢ they probably lived near Lake Baikal, on the borders of east-
-and what is now the Mongolian People’s Republic. In about
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